Brooklyn-Queens Catholic Forensic League
Constitution (revised as of 5.5.25)

Article I. Name

The name of this organization shall be the Brooklyn-Queens Catholic Forensic League, hereafter referred to as
the League.

Article Il. Mission Statement

It shall be the purpose of this League, as a member of the National Catholic Forensic League, through
participation in interscholastic tournaments in debate and public speaking, in the various forms of discussion
and community service, and in the dramatic arts, to prepare high school students to become articulate
Americans.

Article lll. Membership

A. School:

1. Eligibility: Any private, public, parochial or religious high school in the Diocese of Brooklyn, which
includes Kings and Queens counties, shall be eligible for membership in the League.

2. Certification: Application for membership shall be made to the League Directorate. Membership shall
become effective upon approval of the application and payment of membership fee to the Director of Finance
of the League. This fee shall be renewed annually.

3. Active Membership: To maintain active membership in the League, a school must participate in at
least two League tournaments annually. A school failing to comply with this requirement shall be ineligible to
compete in the Grand Tournament that year.

B. Individual Eligibility:
Students of member schools who, in the opinion of their moderators, are qualified, shall be entitled to
membership.

Article IV. League Organization

A. League Directorate:
The Directorate shall consist of an Executive Director, Tournament Director, Director of Finance,
Director of Communications and Director of Special Projects. This Directorate shall have authority to
make decisions collaboratively on all matters that are not restricted to the moderators and enforce
policies and norms as voted upon by the moderators. They shall designate one of their number to
preside at each League meeting and shall also designate one of their number each year to be the
League representative to the National Catholic Forensic League’s meetings of Diocesan Directors.
They shall jointly undertake any duties and responsibilities placed upon them by the NCFL.

B. Elections:
The members of the Directorate shall be chosen by majority vote of the active member schools - each
school having one vote - at the last general meeting of the school year, or, if vacancies occur during the
school year, at special elections. All Directors shall be elected to concurrent two-year terms.

C. Nominations:



Before the last general meeting of the school year, the Director of Communications shall inform the
member schools of the upcoming elections and disseminate the names of all nominees for each
Directorship. New nominations can be made on the day of the elections as well.

D. Duties of Directors

1. League Director: The League Director shall secure and coordinate all hosting sites for League
tournaments once a seasonal calendar has been approved. This coordination will include but will not be limited
to: pooling rooms in tabroom.com, coordinating with the Director of Finance to deliver the hosting fee to each
host school, and arranging food and other hospitality for the tournament in coordination with the hosting
school. This also requires consultation with site moderators as to lavatory facilities designations, creation of a
quiet space, etc. They shall assist new coaches as necessary when new schools join our League.

2. Tournament Director: The Tournament Director shall be responsible for all speech, debate and
congress schematics, pairings, judge assignments and tabulation at each League tournament. They shall
assign duties to tab staff personnel, order all trophies and coordinate training of judges.THey shall support the
host moderators in their duties, when requested, relevant to tournament logistics They shall receive all
bills/resolutions to be placed on each Congress agenda, and shall mail at least one week prior to each
Congress a copy of the agenda and proposed bills/resolutions prepared by each competing school.

3. Director of Finance: The Director of Finance shall be in charge of the finances of the League,
collecting and recording all required dues, tournament fees and other sources of income. They shall pay all
League bills and, at the last meeting of each school year, render an exact accounting of the League receipts
and expenses for that school year.

4. Director of Communications: The Director of Communications shall coordinate all necessary
correspondence between the Directorate and the member schools-and keep accurate minutes of the
proceedings of each League meeting. They shall be responsible for compiling a new League roster each fall,
containing the names, addresses and phone numbers of each member school and its moderator. They shall
also have charge of all publicity for the League and shall promptly send to the local diocesan and secular press
a report of the League activities.

5. Director of Special Projects: The Director of Special Projects shall coordinate activities as assigned
by the Directorate. These responsibilities will remain fluid - varying as changing circumstances require.
Possible responsibilities may include assistance with tournament tabulation, participation in the securing of
non-profit status for our League, etc.

Article V. Meetings

A. Twice a year, once at the start and once at the conclusion of the forensic year, there shall be a general
meeting of all moderators.

B. Additional moderators’ meetings may be convened at the discretion of the Directorate.

C. The Directorate shall meet at its discretion as necessary.

Article VI. Amendments
An amendment to this constitution may be proposed at a League meeting by the moderator (or their authorized

representative) of any active member school. It shall be ratified by a two-thirds majority of the active member
schools, each school having one vote.



